Evidentiary pecument #4 5061, 


11X59561 Licut. Frank RUSBOTILU, 2/20 Justrulian Inf. Mttalion, 
being duly sworn, Vives the following evidence, 


I becane a prisonor of war at Singapore on 15 February 1942 
and went with working parties htc sinvapore early in porch 1942 with 
Capt. Gayden, from the same pattalion,. 
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Qn o.e cecusion ny party was caught with Tobacce in their 
havorsacks and in their pockets and we wore told to report to tho 
Japenese MO at OUTRAM ROAD school next iwrninge I took the nen dam 
e@ wo wore brought before Lieut. Choisawa, who asked us for cvidence, 
ve told him we had no evidence and that the men had simply taken the 
tobacce,. He sentenced the whole party to receive 25 lashes each, 
which were to be adrinistered at onco,. J was told to take the party 
outside the room and J was then called in amndtold JI must watch the 
proceedin.s. The men were trou; ht in onc ut a tine and thrashed across 
the back, from the neck down to tho buttocks with ridin, whips. fhen 
the 25 lashes had been adrinistcred the wen wore ,rabbed by two Japanese 
privates, their hands wore twitched tcovothor with telephone wire which 
was so tight that it cut into their wrists. They were then taken out 
and tied to a fenco outside the HQ in the sun with no hats. puring this 
tine a Japanese medical cfficer, whose name fT do rot know, and &;teMj. 
Fuji came into the room and tossed to sce wl.o would do the next belting. 
The Japanese medical officer lest nost of the tosses so took a riding 
whip and went outside and lashed the men across the Es ile Are they were 
tied up to the fence, Three riding hips had already ‘then it 
cone to ry turn I wus yiven 25 strokes around the kidneys with the butt 
end of the whip handle, ,is a result J suffered bruised kidneys and was 
confined in hospital for a couple of days, 
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ifter the punishrent had been administered the men were all 
taken away and put into/refrijeration van which was entirely without 
ventilation, still with their hands tied behind their backs, They were 
very crowded inside, and I was told tc stand to attention outside and 
keo, guard on penalty that if any man vot cut I would be held responsible, 
I rermined there for about half an hcur and then decided that if sone- 
thing was net donc the men would eventually die from suffocation, so I 
went and suw the interpreter about the mtter. JI was given a slap in 
the face and was tole that he would try and do scnething when the officer 
went out for lunch. The officer wont out in about one hour's tine, and 
the interproter came down and told ixe J could open the door u foot, 
Ry this time four men had fainted and the floor of the car was just a 
sca of svweut. 11 the men were in fairly bad condition. J[ater in the 
afternoon, }mjcor Schnider cune down and the door was kept open from then 
One Ho went down and saw the Japanese cfficor and we were then sent back 
to campe Next day we were all forced to work irrespective of what 
injuries we were suffering from. on the followinuday we were able to 
wet & spell for i:cst of the trooys, 
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Oh one occasicn J sav ea man standing outside the Japanese Im 
after having been very badly assaulted. He had been put into a bath of 
| boiling water, broucht out and thrashed, then put into the bath again, 
Gnd So on. Je was badly burnt and subsequently lost a lot of skin. He 
| Was on justralian and a nember of 2/10 Fé. ROGte, but T do not know his 
NOrw, 


On another occasion a youn; Chinese boy about 13 or 14 years of 
QGe cane to Vive us some bread from a basket ho was carrying. He cane 
over to me where I was standing a little apart from the other men, and 
offered me the bread, However, a8 wo had boen told that if we accepted 
anythin, fron the Chinese, thoy would be thrashed, J waved hin away, 4 
Japancse “uard, who was a member of what we called "The Black Guards* 
becauso of the piece of black netting they always wore across their eyes, 
cae across and hit the boy behind the head with a rifle butt. He then 
picked hin up and waited until a truck was coming alon, the road at a 
decent speed and then threw hin under the wheels, ‘The truck pussod right 
over hin and he lay in the cutter, I think he was killed because when we 
caLe out ocain at nicht he was still thore, / 
Taken and sworn before 
me at SYDNEY 
(Signed) F, RAMSBOTHAI, 
(Signed) A.J, MANSFIELD. 
Ccrniissicnor, 
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